COURSE OUTLINE

	Title: Geography of the United States and Canada
	Course Number: GEO 208
Credits: 4
Date: Fall 2006



Institution: Clackamas Community College

Outline Developed by:  Doug Foster, Social Sciences
Type of Program: AAOT.
Course Description:  Provides students with the fundamental geographical knowledge of the United States and Canada and their paths of development.  Familiarizes students with the regional similarities and differences throughout these countries.
Course Objectives:   

∙ Explore the role of the cultural core and periphery of each region of the US and Canada.

∙ Dissect the flow of goods, services, and populations throughout each region and between regions.

∙ Develop insight into the continually evolving dynamics of physical and human geography and how they directly affect daily life in this region.
Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

∙ Understand the role and impact of climate and topography on human settlement patterns and movements.

∙ Comprehend the underlying historical and geographical factors that shape the North American landscape.

∙ Identify key physical features, urban areas, political boundaries and cultural places and landmarks on a North American map.

∙∙  
Length of Course: 11 weeks
Grading Method: Letter grade or pass/no pass.
Prerequisites:   Recommended placement in RD-115
Required Text: Birdsall, et. al. (2005) Regional Landscapes of the United States and Canada New York: Wiley.  Recommended: Any atlas of North America

Major Topic Outline: 
Survey of the spatial variations found in contemporary US and Canada.  Subjects surveyed include: politics, economics, traditional and pop culture, social systems, agriculture, climate, and topography.  Definition of core and periphery regions and the varying methods of identifying them.  Examination of past and future trends affecting the cultural and physical landscape of these two countries.
